
ELC Business Breakfast Results  in  Creation of  
Task Force to Tackle Childcare Shortage

 
In  a  compel l ing d isp lay of  community unity,  Sarasota County business,  phi lanthropic,
and c iv ic  leaders gathered for  the Ear ly  Learning Coal i t ion ’s  Business Breakfast  on
November 30,  2023.  The event,  marked by a fu l l  house and an a ir  of  opt imism,  proved
to be a p ivotal  step in  addressing the pressing issue of  the local  chi ldcare capacity
cr is is .  
 
Inspired by a panel  of  ins ightful  speakers,  attendees engaged in  a  col laborat ive
conversat ion that  delved into the root  causes of  the shortage and dug deeply into
strategic  ways to f ix  i t .  
 
The chi ldcare industry is  unique.  With l i t t le-to-no s imi lar  business templates to re ly
on,  tackl ing a  capacity cr is is  presents a  daunt ing chal lenge.  But  the ELC Business
Breakfast  demyst if ied that  d i lemma and replaced i t  with tangib le  takeaways and
pract ical  ideas.  The consensus:  th is  cr is is  IS  f ixable.  However,  the f ix  demands
creat ive,  out-of-the-box thinking and a steady approach of  one idea,  one step,  one
goal  at  a  t ime.  
 
At  the Breakfast ,  the Coal i t ion announced the formation of  an ELC Chi ldcare Business
Task Force—a counci l  of  dedicated indiv iduals  from var ious sectors poised to analyze
current  chal lenges,  ident ify  innovat ive strategies,  and implement act ionable p lans to
increase chi ldcare capacity.  With i ts  pr imary focus on addressing the cr is is  in  south
county,  the task force a ims to make a substant ia l  impact  where the need is  most
profound.
 
The event i l luminated the strong ski l l  set  within our  community;  a  community that
possesses the tools ,  tact ics,  dr ive,  and determinat ion— and let ’s  not  underest imate
cleverness— to transform chal lenges into opportunit ies .  
 
"The event showcased a remarkable level  of  engagement and enthusiasm, emphasiz ing
the publ ic-pr ivate partnerships we need to effect ively  address this  cr i t ica l  issue.  Our
creat ion of  the task force s ignals  our  commitment to turning ideas into act ion,”  says
Janet  Kahn,  CEO of  Ear ly  Learning Coal i t ion of  Sarasota County.
 
Br ittany Lamont,  President  & CEO of  the Lakewood Ranch Business Al l iance and an
ELC board member,  wi l l  lead the task force.  
 
“ I  am honored to lead this  task force to help expand chi ldcare faci l i t ies  in  Sarasota.
As a working mom of  three,  I  know f irsthand the struggle  working fami l ies  are
exper iencing.  Addit ional ly ,  i t  has become a workforce issue for  local  employers
looking to f i l l  posit ions.  We need to support  fami l ies  who want to enter  the workforce
by providing high-qual i ty  chi ldcare for  their  chi ldren,”  states Lamont.
 
Working together  to propel  the community towards a better  future for  working
parents and their  young chi ldren.

A huge thank you for  the support  and partnership of  our  Event Sponsor:  Char les  &
Margery Barancik  Foundat ion.  Your support  p layed a key ro le  in  making the event a
success!
 
Indiv iduals  interested in  jo in ing the Chi ldcare Business Task Force,  shar ing ideas,
invest ing in  i ts  work,  or  learning more about the in it iat ive are encouraged to contact
the ELC team at  mai l@elcsarasota.org  
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